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To be, in the minds of people, étdenti- 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, 
THE PRINCE REGENT. 


| fied with these traflickers in bribery, 

curruption and perjury. It, there- 
{fore, now only remains for me 
| humbly to lay before your Royal 


MTTER UE. 


| Highness my opinion as to the 


On the means of presercing the | means, which ought to be employ- 


Crown and of preventing univer- | 4, in order to obviate that dan- 


iger. I am fully aware of the 


sal confusion, in case of a sud- | 
. powers of delusion; | knew we 
den blowing-up of the Paper |\?°** ve cea know well 
how difficult it is for your Royal 
Money. . } 
Highness to be induced to believe, 
North Hempstead, Long Island, 


12 Jan. 1819. 


that there exists any danger: 
know well that we may listen to 


. themost glaring falsehoods, till we 
May tt Prease Yorr “7 bd : 
regard them as undoubted truths; 


Royau Hieuness, sl 
, I know how prone all men, and 





In the two foregoing letters I 
have shown, I think, that the Bo- | are to be slow to see any danger 
roughmongers have done great in- | which calls upon them for great 


princes rather more than others, 


jury to the king and his family as | exertion; I know how ready we 
well as to the people; that it has | are to repose confidence in any 


been their unvarying policy to as- 
sail each, alternately, by the means 
ofaid afforded by the other; that, 
at last, however, they have brought 
their affairs into a state of great 
danger; that their power now de- 
pends solely upon the duration ofa 
fictitious money: and that, in case 
ofa destruction of that money, the 
Crown must, ag matter of course,7 
be exposed to great danger, if it 





bold promiser, who pledges him- 
But, still, 
I am in hopes, that your Royal 
Highness has now seen enough of 
the seat-fillers to doubt, at least, 


self for our protection. 


of their wisdom and capacity as 
well as of their disposition to do 
any thing efficient for the preser- 
vation of the Crown and for the 
people's safety in case of a sudden 
blowing-up of the paper money. 


— 
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Surely we ought, in their case, : pleasure, all the resourecs of a 
as in the case of all other men, to great kingdom ; they have had all 
judge of their capacity by their the purses and all the persons.o{ 
past actions, and the effect of! a great nation at their absolute 
those actions. They themselves | command. They have done just 
acknowledge, that the country !s/ what they pleased. They have 
ina state of difficulty; they them- | been restrained by no customs of 
selves ucknowledge, that danger | the lund; no law, written or ur- 
exists ; they have, in fuil peace, an written; no law of nature or of 
army of a hundred and fiity thou- | nations; no considerations of 
sand men on fvot; dungeon bills, | compassion for sex or age. ‘I'he 
gagging bills, new treason bills; | property and the people of the 
and they have indemnity bills to | whole kingdom have been as com- 
protect themselves against the | pletely under their controul as the 
operation of the ordinary laws Of | shoes upon their feet. 
theland. Yet, they boast,that they | And, what is the result? To 
have succeeded in their enter-| what a state have they brought 
prise; and the¢ have voted large | this concern of theirs? How do 
sums of the people’s money forthe we now find that nation which 
purpose of erecting monuments to was sO happy when they took it 
commemorate the glory of that |in hand to manage it according to 
success. If such, then, be the | their own new system? We find 
effects of their past success, what) it with twelve millions of annual 
hope can your Reyal Highuess| poor-rates instead of two millions 
have from any future success of and a half. We find it with a 
theirs? _ Debt of eleven hundred millions in- 

There is nothing, may it please | stead of two hundred and fifty mil- 
your Royal Highness, by which | lions. We find it with a tax of 
we can judge of the wisdom of | ten pounds upon every eighteen 
statesmen and legislators, but the | pownds worth of labour, instead of 
effects produced upon the nation, | a tax off(wo pouds upon the same 
during the operation of their mea- | worth oflabour. We find it with 
sures. The ceat-fillers have, since | a false, base paper-money, upheld 
the year 1792, adopted and pur- | by the horrors of the gibbet, and 
sued a certain set, a series, of by annual bills of indemnity, and 
measures. Nobody has been able | still exposed to instant destruc- 
to thwart them. They have, by! tion; instead of seeing it with a 
force or by fraud, had at their { king's coin, solid ana sure as the 
command, and have used at their! earth we walk on. We find it 
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with jails of five-fold dimensions, | their very lobbies. It is impos. 
and with transportings and hang- | sible to believe, that they ever 
/meant to place theniselves in this 


done, 


ings five-fold in nuinber. 


Ifsuch be the result, and we all situation. They have 


know, that ic is the result, of the | therefore, that which they did not 


measures of these sent-fillers ; do. ‘Their plans and 


ii nebody can deny the existence | measures have preduced effects 


, wican to 


of this result, what ground of con- | contrary to the effects that they 
fidence do they preseut to your! were intended to produce. What 
Royal Highness? Uponthe sup- reliance can there be, therefore, 
position (a very strange one, to! on their wisdom for the fulure ? 

be sure) that they have neant, If your Royal Highness con- 
well, that they really meant, to descend to think on the grounds 
dono harm to the king or people; ‘and arguments put forward by 
that, though they were resolved | them for the adoption of some of 


to keep their power, they meant | 
not to bring the people to starva- | 
tion and the throne into jeopardy : 
upon this supposition, does the 
result of their plans and measures 
warrant any reliance on their wis. | 
dom for the future? But, at any 
ale, we must suppose them to | 
ave meant, and ardently desired, | 
0 provide for their own safely. It 
simpossible to believe, that they 
ver meaut to place every inch 
of their land in pawn to serip- 
ealers ; to expose themselves to 
} forfeiture of the pledge; and, 
tthe same time to render them- 
elves so viewed by the people 
tlarge, as to need for their 
protection a large standing army, 
lingeon bills, gagging bills, new 
reason bills, soldier’s-talking-to- 
eath bills, spies, blood-money 

ony and, besides all these, police 


jor the 


| volved. 


lest of the Debt: 





ficers to watch cover them 


in 


their niost prominent measures, 
you will easily perceive abundant 
proots of their want of capacity 
meuaging of even those 
affuirs of the nation, in which their 


own interests were deeply in- 


Who, that had professed 
capacity to provide against the 
now-existing perils of the coun- 
try, would have ever thought 
of making the Bank pay in specie, 
without first reducing the inter- 
when it was 
obvious, and when it was told 
them by so humble an individual 
as I am, that such a measure, 
which besides, hideously 
unjust in itself, sest spread ruin 
and famine over the kingdom? 
Who, that had capacity for great 
affairs, would have issued a new 
coinage, at a moment when, 
in order to put a stop to 
general starvation, it was abso- 


was, 
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$O1 } a) 


lutely necessary again to putforth; be expected 
paper-money i; quantity suffici- | 
ent to cause that new coinage to | 


be melted down and exported ? 


Who, that possessed 
city at ail for thinking, 


any 


have talked, from year to year, of | 


a return to cash payments, 
every year afforded new 
that the thing, without a reduc- 
tion of the Debt, 
take place? Who, that was not, 


in point of capacity, 


proof, 
could 


below' 


Tit. 


from their foresight 
and other useful endowments 
/ would soon vanish from your 
mind. But, atany rate, you have 


capa- 


would | 


| 


when | 
i 
| you listen, at least, 


never i 


the 


level of common labourers, would | 


have, one year, believed and act- 
ed upon the belief, that cheap 


corn was a national evil and was 


‘as well as 


| Royal 


the cause of want of employment, | 


and would, the very next, 


have | 


believed and acted upon the be- | 


lief, that dear corn was a national 
evil and the cause of want of 
employment? Who, not that pos- 
sessed mental capacity, but that 
had even a cavity in the skull 
intended for brains 
formation did not exhibit a want of 
the possibility of conception and 
comparison, would ever have pro- 


3 


posed, amongst his remedies for | 
money; a sudden bursting of th 


a want of employment, to set men 


them up the next ? 
Your Royal Highness has been 


precluded, by your rank, from 


being amongst the hearers of these | 
people. It you ‘eould once hear 


thein, all doubls as to what ma 


whose very | 


} 


} 


| in what manner it will, and when 


| 
i 
} 


’ 


| 


{ 


iH 
y} 


to dig holes one dav, and to fill) bubble, from causes, and attende 


| 3 
' those which I have already do: 
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Pisrxes 







before your eyes the result of 





their past plans and measures; 
I confidently 





and this resuit will. 





hope, be quite sufficient to moke 





to what I am 






now about most humbly to submit 





? 


> 
ay 





yal consideration, 


the 


to your it¢ 

In whatever way 
bubble shall burst, it will give 
great energ: 
at the 


your 





paper: 





for 
eat 
that helm 


I 


iS now 





rise fo occasion 


er wisdom 


and at 
Highness 





heli ; 





will, trust, 





no 





firmly stand. There 
patching up of the paper-systen 


and, it has 





for any length of time ; 





itself in‘o 





s0 completely wound 
the private affairs of every oie, 


happen 





that its dissolution must, 





give arude shock to the 





it will, 
whole fabric of the government. 
But, what I contemplate, as bein; 
within the compass, not only ¢ 
possibility, but of likelihood, is, 
sudden blowing up of the paper 










with immediate effects such 2 
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escribe | 





myseifthe honour to ¢ 
your Royal flighness. What aij 
in such an emergeacy, your Rov 
Tighness would be able to deri 






rom the seat fillers I must fea 
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u have 
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submit 







nN, 





paper: 





il give 
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at the 
your 







trust, 
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eysten 





yt has 
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y Olle, 







Jappen 
| when 







yment. 
being 
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that you know of 


you, after all ¢ | 
but, Tam of | 


them, to determine ; 
opinion, that you, acting in the 
name and onti.e behalfof his Ma- 


Mincn 20. 
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‘out any desire to speak slight- 
‘ingly of those dangers, [I must 


| §* say, that I think nothing of them, 


‘* when [ compare them with the 


jesty, would be able to do every | * dangers to be apprehended from 
thing necessary to the safety of|** the  never-ceasing encroach- 
. ; 


the crown and of the nation, 
In 1806, when the nation had | 
»t 


just been delivered from that great 


enemy of king and people, the 
late William Pitt, 
New Ministry had been formed, : 
including in itthe late Mr. Wind- 


and when a 


Meuorial to that gentleman 


Sug: 


as many of the 
tirthat Memo- 


Pelt; and, 


gestions, contained ! 
rial, are applicable now, [ will 


first beg leave to lay before vour | 
that: 


Royal Highness a copy of 


paper; to which [ shall humbly | 


udd other suggestions, called tor 
by the changes which have since 
taken place. 

* Sin. You are now a niinister, 
which I 


moment, 


therefore, a thing, 
deem of the 


“Sand which has, 


and, 
utmost 


‘been a subject of 
‘only, Dwi 
to make the subject of a written 
unicatlion. 


4 


‘“* and formal comm 


‘* In your eloquent speech of 
“ the other night, you dwelt, with | 
* oreat foree, on the danger which | 


* never-ceasing 


the Ussrper of France. 


ham, I addressed, and delivered a; “ ceed but a little further, 


on! $ 
the subject of the extinction of the |“ public-spirit and bravery of no 
i avail, 


te alr 


up to this time, | 
conversation | 


ill now take the liberty | 


we have to apprehend from the | 
encroachments of 


er’,? j 
-¢% 
Vi iivli- 


‘* mentsofthe Usurpers in Thread- 
‘The former are 
nothing 


** pocdle Street. 
virible, they require 
* but loyalty, public-spirit, and 
** bravery, to face and overcome 
bu latter are in- 


and, 


1 
2 tne 

fie dali 
if suflered to pro- 
will be - 


them: 


+ visible, 
come such us to render loyalty, 


‘These Usurpers have 
ady assuined some of the 
** most important functions of the 


king and even ofthe Parliament. 


* This Wuck-worm and Bilood- 
* sucker, as Lord Chatham justly 
‘called it, collects money at its 


** pleasure under the name of sub- 


‘serintions; it makes itself a 
‘* fountain of honours and rewards 
** for military and naval services, 


and heir- 


pensions 


it grants 
badges of dis- 


iooms, it bestows 
'* tinction; and, which is, indeed, 
‘‘more than all the rest, it has 


taken wholly to itself the high 


. 


prerogative of making, issuing, 
value on, the 


: affixing a 
the countiy ; 


is, in point of effi- 


and 


of which 


mone y 
= prerogative 
‘ciency, the very highest that 


* can belongs to a sovereign. 


“* You will prease to observe, 
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“ing of thismighty prerogative, 
‘* has numerous legal checks be- 
“ sides the absence of all particu- 
‘Jar and private interests, and 


“ besides his acts relating to metal- pa shewn, that this charge against 


‘* lic coin, having an intrinsic va- 
‘‘lue. But, on these Usurpers 
‘* there is, and can be, vo check, 
‘‘ while they are strongly urged, 
“by their particular private inte- 
“rests to do as much as they can 
“‘in a way that must of necessity 
“ draw away the fruits of labour 
“to be consumed by those who 
‘‘ do not labour. ’ 

‘“*But in the end, if these en- 
‘““croachments be suffered to pro- 
** ceed, there will be no certainty 
“in any pecuniary transaction. 
‘‘'There is no property but as it 
‘is made of use by money. ‘They 
¢ are inseparable in society. Ren- 
‘“‘der one uncertain, and that act 
“renders the other uncertain. 
“ Leave the money at the absolute 
“command of the Muck-worm, 
“‘and all your property is at the 
** mercy of the Muck-worm. 


“that the Muck-worm is not to 
**be stopped in his ravages as 
“Jong as interest shall be paid 


“upon the Debt; and, therefore, | 


“TI am forexrtinguishing that Debt; 
“or, m other words, for paying no 





“ Sir, that a king, in the exercis- hy charged with tjuslice and cruel. 
In the Registers of the 25ih 
| of January, the 22nd of Febru. 
'** ary, and the Ist of this present 


ee ty. 





i“ month, Ihave, I hope, clearly 


| 6¢ as sarat. 
me ts UNjUSE; 


“holders. 


‘* Nevertheless, as [I seriously 


‘to the dangers which 


A ES RS 


“to the means whicl ought to be 
* adopted for the meeting of those 
‘* dangers. 

“The 
‘* Debt 
‘whole system of paper-money, 
** which could not be again speed- 
‘ily revived. 


sweeping away of the 
would sweep away the 


One consequence 
‘** would be, the loss of income to 


lt great 


number of persons. 


we But this would not be so terri- 


“I am, however, well aware | “ blea thing as one might, at first 


thought, suppose. For, the very 
“talking of the measure in par- 
‘* liament would alarm those who 
** had their a// in the funds. These 
*‘ would sel! out, in whole or in 





“longer any interest upon it. | 
“For holding and promulgating | 
“this my wish, I have been’ 


‘part; for, there would be specu- 
‘Jators as long as a hundred 


three per cents would sell for 


“twenty silver shillings, 


The 


PRG 


and, also, that the 
‘““imeasure L propose is just and 
‘necessary, uniess it be maintain. 
‘Sable, that the nation ought to 


* perish rather than ruin the fund. 


‘propose this measure for adop- 

‘*tion, it is my duty frankly to 

“state my opinions with .regard 
~ 

might 

‘arise out of it; and with regard 
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‘ servants and tradespeople of the | “were promptly adopted to set 
‘‘fund-holders, a great part of | ” this matter to rights. 

‘whom reside in or near ere “‘ The first measure, therefore, 
“would be a more Sorvoltaite " would be an act of parliament 


: Sit 
“body; but, the incomes, which to appoint a commission to sit 
, cc 4 '**in every county, and to change 
“would remain in the hands of} , genet 
/“*the place of its sittings from 


“others, would very quickly in |. 
“vite wal employ gua ne Aneel & nen ap einer yee 
* This commission should have 

“aud tradesmen, while the enor- | « fay) power to reduce debts ofall 
“ mous burdens now imposed on la- | «« sorts, rent, interest, and, in short, 
“bourers and arlizans to support “io make the letter of every cons 
“idlers, would cease, and their “tract agree with its spirit. I 
“ cessation would be hailed with!“ will not trouble you with detad/. 
“ universal acclamation. ** That would easily be arranged, 
* But, then, there comes adan- | ‘‘ Thus, no injustice would arise 

“ ger, compared with which, those | “ from the change in the quantity 
“ above mentioned are not worthy | “‘and value of the currency. 
moment’s notice. ‘I'he | ** Men would stand upon precisely 


“of a 
| ** the same footing towards each 


“very proposition to extinguish 


“the Debt, would throw such dis- | ‘* other that they stood on before 
“credit upon the Paper, that it | thechange. ‘This measure should 


“ would not sell for five shillings | * be ready, and well digested be- 
“in the pound for real money. '* fore-hand. ‘The act should sus- 
‘“ Every piece ef gold, silver and | “ pend all process for debt; and 
“copper would come forth into | ‘‘ allow defendants in actious for 
“ circulation; the guineasand half} ‘‘ debt, to plead the act and the 
‘ guineas would flock in from a- | *‘ decision of the Commission, 

“ broad; as, in the case of the| “It will hardly be said, t.at 
‘‘aseignats of France, our paper | “ the Parliament has not the power 
“ would, to our great surprize,, * to passsach anact, wut, if this 
“be almost instantly replaced by |“ should be said, you have, first, 
“real money. But, the quantity | ‘‘ the precedent set by the Parlia- 
‘of this would be so small in) ‘* ments, which, in 1797, protect- 
‘comparison with that of the pa- | “ ed the Bank against the demands 
‘ner, which it would supplant, |“ of its creditors, which stopped 
“that prices would fall amazingly, | ** process against it, and which has 
“and, though this would not af- | “continued to do the same from 
“ fect present dealings, i. would at- | “ that day tothis. You have also 
fect al! contracts in such a way | “ the precedent of the Parliament, 
“as to spread about ruin with an |“ which in [800, suspended the 
“process in actions of debt 


“unsparing hand, unlcss means 
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“brought against many of the 
“Clergy, though these actions 
“were grounded upon express 
* Act of Parliament. ‘This sus- 
** pension of process was coutinu- 
“ ed for two years; and, then by 
“a third act of parliament, the 
“ debts were annihilated, and the | 
¢ plaintiff ruined by the payment | 
“ of costs! 

“ With these precedents be- 
*¢ fore us; it will hardly be pre- 
* tended, that there is any de- 
“© ficiency of power in the parlia- 
“‘ ment. Surely the same body, 
“‘ which has so long protected 
“ the Bank against the demands, 
“€ the legal demands, of its cre- 
** ditors, and which protected the 
‘* Clergy in the same sort of way, 
** can protect other debtors for a 
** few weeks while the Commis- 





“© sionersare adjusting the amount 
“* of the demands against them. 
“As to the fund-holders, 


“tothem, unless their property 
“had been forced into the funds 
* by some law, orsome regulation 
“of the Court of Chancery. 
«¢ Those who have deposited their 
‘* money there. have nobody but 
“ themselves to blame. 

Those whose money has been 
“ placed’ there by others, and who 
“ have the power of removing it, 
“ are4h the same situation. Mo- 
“‘ney, deposited by zwzl/ or deed 


Letter If. ro tue Paiste Recent. 


1 


“‘ would think of xo compensation 








“of others, and is kept there 
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“by such will or deed, must, 
“as inall other cases, submit to 
“the injuries arising from the 
*¢ fully or wickedness of relations. 
“ Those only have a claim to 
** compensation, whose money has 
“* been, by aw, or by the Orders of 
* Courts, taken from them and put 


|S into the funds. 


“It is evident, that the same 
“nominal amount of taxes could 
** not be levied, when wheat would 
“ have fallen from 12 shillings a 
‘bushel to 3 or 4. But, this 
“would be an extremely easy 
A 


thing to arrange. much 


shorter Act than Mr. Adding- 
ton’s property-tax Act would 


It 


equally evident, that all salaries, 


settle this business. is 


and all other fixed sums, annu- 
*¢ ally paid out of the taxes must 


** be reduced in the proportion of 


“ the reduction in the amount, or 
But, there 


is not half so much difficulty 


rate, of the taxes. 
& 
‘here as there is in making Joans 
“and in negociating with stock- 
“¢ jobbers. 

* As the fund-holders would no 
* longer have any demand on the 
“ nation, the twenty-seven millions 
*“* a year, which they now swallow, 
“¢ would cease to be paid to them. 
“ This sam, in specie payments, 
“would be about nine millions ; 
“and, all the expences of war 


“ being reduced tivo thirds, there 
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‘ 


. 


need be no loans, if only one 
half of the taxes now imposed 
fur the funds were kept on du- 
ring the war. 


¢ 


Lal 


‘ 


Cal 


* So that, besides 


- 


‘ 


dispensing with loans, the taxes 


“or many things might be, at 


“~~ 


“* once, done away, and especially 


the tax on soap, candles, leather, 
salt, beer and malt. 


“ce 


Ge 


* This last would be a very gra- 
cious act, and there is another, 
which youwill, atonce, perceive 
to be my favourite scheme for 
making all the cottagers, who 
are now called trespassers, ow2- 
ers in fee. In 1804, I had the 
honour toaddress to you an enu- 
meration of the cottagers round 
a piece of waste land, in this 
neighbourhood,called Horton 


‘“ Heatu. I showed clearly, | 


sible for the nation to derive a 


oo 
. 


that it derived from the chain 


spot is surrounded. This I 


nr 
. 


“~ 
wn 


value of milk, calves, pigs. 
‘fruit, which was raised by the 
cottagers in the year just then 
* ended, and which quantity I as- 
certained by a particular per- 





* sonal enquiry made of each. 


What I then suggestedasa wise | 


und just meacure, Pnow take the 
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thought, that, if the whole of, 
‘that Common had been enclosed | * of their creditors ; that is to say, 
land, it would have been impos: | 


of cottagers, with which the |“ if it have the will, to give quiet 


3 | 
‘showed from the quantity and | 


(siz 


** liberty to recommend for adop- 


‘tion. L would pass an act 
‘giving a little in fee to every 
‘one who has built a house on 
** any wasle land, and award him 
*“¢ Jand not exceeding two acres in 
. let the Lord of the 


‘¢ waste be who he may. 


measure ; 


‘The number of these cotta- 
‘vers, throughout England, is 
‘* immense. 





The inhabitants of 


‘‘ them are the best of people; 
** and, as to the erc/usive right of 
Lord 


‘would, [ believe, not bear any 


* the and his tenants, it 
“ very strict investigation even i 
* Jaw, and, | am quite sure, that, 
‘inthe sight of natural justice, 
** it cannot stand for a moment, 


‘* Atany rate, surély,a Parliament 


** which has power to protect bank- 


‘* note makers against the demands 


“to take the property ef those 


| ** creditors, to (he amount of many 
. . . . } 
tenth part of the benefit from it) 


** millions, and give it to the Bank 
* Company, must have the power, 
** possession to those, who have 


“made gardens out of waste 


1 Jand,on which the owner sel vo 
i. | 
poultry, garden stuff, honey and 


‘* value till it was made valuable 
* by their Jubour. 

* With this gracious act, ema- 
nating, as it ought, from a mes- 
“sage from the king, and with 
“such a reduction of taxes as 


“would enable a poor man to 


~make his heart glad with beer 
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However, ob- 





** fov a groal, the king might set | *‘ of the Ministry. 
‘** Buonaparte, and you set the} *‘ servations of this sort are now 
‘* Pittites, at defiance. | of no use; and, therefore, I hae- 
But, if things be to go on in '* ten to put an end to this letter, 
“their present way; if you and | which, as it is, in all probability, 
“your colleagues have to run a} the last that I shall ever have 
“race with your opponents for “* the honour to address to you, I 
“‘ the favour of the Sovereigns of | « conclude by assuring you, that, 
***Change Alley, you will be de- | « whatever may be done by the 
“i ae, and the ehanges which i‘ ministry to which you now, un- 
cpr rare fr |< rc fy ye oe fs 
3 ’ * belong, I shall always be con- 


** wuess at. 


‘ vinced, that no act, hostile to 
“Tassuredly do not expect to, . via ‘ 
*¢ the happiness and honour of the 


“see any thing that I have here | 
“ taken the liberty to recommend, | country, has had your approba- 
“tion; but, Tam still more anx- 


“ adopted ; but,as I most sincerely | 
16 | > . ‘ 
“ believe,that something like these | '04*> that you should be assured, 
2 t ne | : 
“ measures, at last, would save '“ that I shall always, to the end 
“ the country from misery, if not | “ of my life, be forward to bear 


“ from a total revolution, I shall | 
“always have, under all the '< beral and generous conduct in 
* chances and changes that I may 
“ live to witness, great satisfaction 
“in reflecting that | have per- 
“ formed what I deemed my duty. 
“ From what has already taken | “ racter or my notions impeached, 
“¢ place ; firm the receiving of such | « though to defend them was evi- 
“ men as Addington and Ellenbo- | & gently to risk your own charac- 
rough into the cabinet; and from | ¢ 4... with the selfish and hypocri- 
‘*the stock-jobbing propositions | ,, aah evel the whi vee ateuer- 
‘¢ of the Chancellor of the Exche- | .. seniiiics, ; 7 





n 


-~ 


| testimony to your manly and li- 


“advising me, at all times, to 
“ follow the dictates of my own 
** mind, while you have never git- 
“ ten in silence and heard my cha- 





“ quer, it is but too plain, that | “Tam, Sir, 
“ the Pitt system is to be adhered | + Wiens quilt ‘ehiedieint 
“to, Indeed, as you will please | , 

2 SF P ‘* And most humble Servant, 


“ to remember, I anticipated this, | 
‘‘ when you told me, that Lord: 
“ Grenville was to be at the head 


‘Wa. COBBETT.”’ 


> Fulham, 6 March, 1816." 
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Fhe usurping Muck- Worm has, | tablishments, ships, barns, mills, 


may it please your Royal High- 
ness, now made the dangers much 


stacks and cattle: for, as to arti- 


cles of food, and drink, they 


\ 
greater than they would have| would undergo somewhat of an 


been in 1806. As to the Debt 


vate contracts, salaries, and taxes, 


,| arbitrary distribution. 
and as to the rectifying of pri- 


The main 
thing, therefore, in any euch sud- 


den emergency, would be to keep 





the above suggestions appear to | the peace fora short time: until 


Ne ] 
me suffic.ent. 


rl’ * . } - e ° 
The giving of the| real money found its way into 
Sb Ss e 


cottage lands in fee to the holders, | circulation. 


now called trespassers, appears 


now to be more necessary than 
before. 
now be so great, that other, and 
far greater measures appear to me 
to be necessary, in order to pre- 
vent general confusion and de- 
vastation. 

If, indeed, the Parliament were 
Reformed, the people, or, at least, 
the main mass of them, would be 


patient under any circumstances : 


, ek 
and, inceed, with such a Parlia- 


ment, your Royal Highness would, 
at once, I presume, proceed to 
put down the paper-money and 
the Debt. 
upon the supposition,that a sudden 
blowing up of the paper-money 


But, I am proceeding 


will take place, while the parlia- 
The 
distress, the famine, the uproar, 
Ihave described ; and the main 


ment is in its present state. 


thing, therefore is, to secure safe- 
ty for property, by whieh I mean 


houses, goods, manufacturing es- 


But, the shock would 


It is, your Royal Highness will 


please to observe, the great mass 
ef the people: two millions, at 
least, of men, who live from hand 
to mouth, and who are now, ina 
great part, paid their wages un- 
der the degrading name of pau- 


pers; two millions of men who 





‘have nothing to lose; two mil- 
(lions of men who all know that 
they have been long paying, and 
are still paving, in taxes partly, 
| to support fund-holders, sinecure- 
placemen and pensioned men, 
women, boys and girls ; two mil- 
lions of men, who now know the 
real cause of all their pains and 
humiliations; two millions of 
men who clearly understood all 
their rights, and many uf whom, 
ina struggle for those rights, have 
most severely suffered; two mil- 
lions of men, who have seen the 
bravest of their fellow sufferers 


dungeoned, transported, hanged, 


heheaded, and quartered; two 
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millions of men, who see Oliver, 
Castles, and their aiders and abet- 
tors, protected by a Bill of In- | 
demnity ; two millions of men 
with bodies smarting with 


and hearts full of indignation and 


pain 


vengeance : it is this two -aillions 
of men, may it please your Royal! 
Highness, who will have to be 
appeased and to be restrained 
from the use of physical force, 
in a case such as that which [ have 
in contemplation. To 
them by force would, in such a 


case, be impossible ; and, there- 


resirain 


fore, they must be restrained, if 
atall, by inducements of suffici- 
ent power. 

In addition, therefore, to the 


would humbly recommend an act 


measures proposed for 1806, 


of Parliament making every man 
and woman owner tx fee simple, | 
of whatever house or land he 
or she may now rent, under the 
amount of fen pounds a year, upon | 


the sole condition that such renter 











sia 


. 


& Prince Recesr. 


,; the same time, with the other act, 


would keep the country as quiet, 


as to obedience to the govern- 


, 
ment, as it ever was at any period 


of its history. 
These measures, I would wi-h 

to see arise out ofa Message from 

Ifthe Par- 


liament were not sitting, it might 


your Royal Highness. 


be called, and your Royal inten- 
tions announced to the people by 
Proclamation, which would be 
quite sufficient to secure the 
keeping of the peace. 

The Parish Officers should, 
Order in Council, or Act of Par- 
liament, be commanded to provide 
subsistence for every one whio 
wanted it, and they should have 
power to seize pr.visions for that 
purpose, upon giving promises of 
payment at a future day. 

As to the time required for the 
passing of Acts, we have seen a 
bill passed in a day for putling ‘he 


people into dungeons ; and,it would 


| be hard indeed if similar dispatch 





should not commit a breach of the 
peace in the eye of the Common | 
Jaw within sixty days from the | 
passing of the Act, and that he, if 
a man, should come forth, on the | 
call of any peace officer to assist | 


in the keeping of the peace. An- 


other act for a Reform of the Par- | 
+ ther to secure such wages as | 


proposed and passed 


heament, 


could not be made in so pressing 
/acase as the one now contem- 
plated. And, as to the right of the 


parliament to pass such nchts it had 


j . . F a = . eon 
a right, it would seem, to pass an 


it 


act to put men into dungeons ; 


had the same sort of right to 


} 
| punish artizans for agreeing toge- 
- 





thad 


iss all 


ht to 
toge: 


{hye 
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wished to have for their labour. 


>] 


it could pass a law to enable the 


820 


ee and these arise from the 


| paper-system andthe debt. The 


Bunk to refuse payment to its cre- | debt gone, there needs no standing 


. . . ' 
ditors, which, indeed, was done | 


before by an Order in Council ; 


it could passa law to set aside 


actions for just debts due from the | 


Clergy ; it could pass law after 


law to take money from the peo- 


ple and give it to the Clergy ; it | 


take 


money from the people of England 


could many laws to 


pass 


and give it to the French Emi- 


grants: a parliament that could | 


do all this could, surely, pass a | 


bill or two like those above sug- 


gested. 


is now in 
The 


jarmy is how an army of observa- 


urmy; for the nation 


| peace as to foreign nations. 


fion in part, and in part an auzi/i- 
ary of taxalion. ‘This expence 
“once lopped off, what an abund- 
ance of means would arise out of 
a simple and honest mode of rais- 
ing and, expending the public 
money ! 

Besides, what riches would the 


nation possess, if all the grants of 


| Crown Lands, all leases of Crown 


° ° } 
A parliament could, in| 


the reign of George the Yirst, | 


turn the pockets of the South Sea | 


Bubblers 


inside-out, 


and leave | 


them hardly ashirt to their backs. | 


! 
It could strip a Chancellor of the | 


Exchequer as bare asa board. A | 


Parliament, then, could, surely | 


pass 
people at a time of such imminent 
peril. 

As to the present owners of the 
property conveyed away by the 
above-suggested act, there would 
be ample means of compensation 
to them. For, in the first place, 
the standing army would no longer 
be wanted. ‘The necessity of hav- 
ing it now arises solely from th: 


weight of taxes and the want o: 


an act to tranquillize the | 


Lands, all sums due from pecu- 
laters and defaulters, all sums 
paid wrongfully to numerous hun- 
dreds of persons, and now forming 
what those persons have the au- 
dacity to call their estates ; if all 
these were resume, what need the 
nation fear for the means of com- 
pensation to the owners of con- 
veyed tenements? And, what has 
been more clearly settled; than 
that grants of all sorts can be re- 
sumed; and that refunding can 
take place, as in the case of the 
South Sea Bubblers? 

Your Royal Highness ought, it 
appears to me, to signify, froin the 
very first, your gracious intention 
fo recommend to the parliament 


to cause strict inquiry to be made 
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into the injuries suffered, in body 
or estate, by all persons who may 
have been wrongfully imprisoned, 
or, in any way harrassed, or punish- 


ed, and to recommend speedy and 


ample compensation to be made 


to all such persons. Justice on 
ull those, great or small, who 
might be found to have been, in 
any way, directly or indirectly, 
concerned in the doing of these 
wrongs, would follow, asa matter 
of course, in due time and form, 
according to the taw of the land. 

But, long before these matters 
could be entered on, the king’s coin 
would be in general circulation. 
The nation would be tranquil. 
Trade and dealings would have 
resumed their proper operations ; 
ihe people would be busy and 
happy, and these works of inquiry, 
of restitution, and of justice, would 
go on with temper, though with 
resolution. 

Aslam only suggesting mea- 
sures for the immediate wants of 
an hour of great peril, [ shall not, 
upon the present occasion, trouble 


your Royal Highness with any re- | 


marks with regard to that species 


of property which is enjoyed by | 


the Clergy ; though it never can 
be supposed, that that body would 
not, in due time, be called upon 
immense 


to refund the grants, 
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which have been made to it out 
of the fruit ofthe people’s labour. 
Besides which there is 
fourth of the tithes, which original- 


the one 


ly belonged to the poor. ‘To be 


sure, this has been taken from the 





poor by the subsequent laws; 
| but, if a parliament can make laws 
totake away, it can, surely, make 
When the re- 


formation took place, a law was 


laws to restore, 





|passed to make Clergymen reside 
‘and to prevent them from farming 
| land. This 
‘the violators were protected by 
‘act of parliament; and, surely, 


law was violated; 


_ then, other acts of parliament may 
|meddle with them and their liv- 
|ings in any way, that the “wis- 
| dom of parliament’ may determine. 
| However, for the present, it is 
| sufficient merely to point out this 
great source of natural means. 
Abler heads will, doubtless, be 
found, in case of the emergency 





' supposed, to advise your Royal 
But, if, by the humble 


offer of my opinions, | awaken in 


| Highness. 


others a desire to offer theirs, [ 


i 
{ 
| 
{ 
| 
‘ 


shall, at any rate, have rendered 
|some service to my king and 


jcountry. ‘The danger is nothing, 
| if it be foreseen and provided for ; 
Hut, it is tremendous, if blindness 
| with regard to it, continue till the 


‘moment of its arrival. When 
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ships founder from oversetting it; verzo from Liverpool, came to 
is only because the storm is not | me. ‘They were from Berkshire ; 
foreseen. | one a little farmer with two hun- 

After all, the danger, the sudden | dred guineas in his chest at New 
blowing-up of paper-money, may| York ; another a wheelwright ; 


all 


think it will, I should be guilty of | hearty, able, fresh-looking, and 


possibly never happen. But, as I\ the other two labourers : 


great neglect of duty not to say honest looking Englishmen. All 


that I think thus. I have good | said, that they came away to avoid 


opportunities of knowing what is | ruin and starvation. One brought 
likely to happen in this respect. I with him a written character from 


do know fora certainty what can | 


happen; | know for a certainty, 
be | 
| 


that the whole fabrick can 
blown to air by the expending of 
a thousand pounds. Were I to lis. 
ten to my own feelings, my own 

vengeful and justly vengeful feel- | 
ings, f should, perhaps, be quite si- | 
lent upon this subject; but, whenI | 
look at the enemies of myself and | 


of my country, I see that the same | 


} 
} 


will destroy them, | 


stroke that 
may, if no warning be given, also | 


lived five years. 


had 


man said 


whoin he 


This 
that he had got money enough 


a master, with 


together to pay his passage, and 
that he fled from misery while 
he was able; for, that every 
one foresaw, that all the people 
in England must finally be starv- 
ed, or become paupers. ‘Thus 
it is, precisely as I predicted in 
1815; those who can get money 
together ; the able; the enterpriz- 


ing: the useful the valuable men 


S ? 


destroy the king, his family and | flee, while the helpless and un- 


many of his good and faithful and | 
worthy people ; and, therefore, I 
have given the warning. 

Were there no other motive for 
wishing for the destruction of the 
paper-system, there is one, as it 
appears to me, quite sufficient, 
arising from the contemplation of 
the emigration from England to 
this country. Only yesterday, 
four men, just arrived in the Lo- 





healthy poor remain. And yet, 
this emigration is, as yet, nothing 
to what it will be; when there has 
been time for some of the effects 
of the emigration of this class of 
men to be made known. Here aré 
no taxing tyrants. Here whatever 
a man sees about him, he can truly 
call his own. Here there are no 
spies to dog our footsteps and to 


sell our blood. Here men are 





$45") 


happy, because they have freedom | 


and abundance. And, shall we 
never see England equaliy happy! 
Shall we see her people, or, at 
valuable 


most 


the part 


least, 
of them, scattered over the face 
of the earth like the Jews! And, 
shall we see this, rather than put | 
an end toa false, base, and infa- 
mous paper-money! I trust, that 
we shall not: I trust that an end, 
of some kind or other, of this dia 
bolical system is near at hand: 
and I have humbly endeavoured 
to prepare your Royal Highness’s 
mind for the event. 

I have now discharged a most 


Lotrer Ul. +o tne 








solemn duty towards your Royal 
Highness and my Country, and | 
have only to add my ardent wishes 
for the happiness and glory of 
both. 
I am, 
May it please your Royal High. 
ness, 
Your most obedient, 
And most humble servant, 


Wm. COBBETT. | 
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TO THE 


- BLANKETTEERS, 


IN EVERY PART OF THE 
KINGDOM, 


North (lempstead, Long Island, 
12th Jan 1919. 


iFrrenps AND Fettow Coun. 


TRYMEN, 


Ihave, in three letters, address- 
ed to His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Regent, fully stated my 
opinions, as to the dangers which 
would arise out of a sudden de- 
struction of the paper-money, and 
as to what his Royal Highness 
ought, in such case,to do in order 
to preserve t e Crown and _ the 
People. In a letter, to be ad. 
dressed to you, I shall as fully state 
to you, what ought to be your con- 
duct in such a crisis. In the mean- 
while I remain your faithful friend 
and proud of being your country- 


man, 


WM. COBBETT. 
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